MID CITY WEST 


COMMUNITY COUNCIL 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


2019-2021 


Scott Epstein 
Chair 


Lauren Nichols 

First Vice Chair 
Amy Goldenberg 
Second Vice Chair 
Vilma Hurtado 
Secretary 

Ivan Salas-Orono 
Treasurer 

Thomas Bailey 
Judith Benezra 
Mehmet Berker 
Cindy Bitterman 
Shem Bitterman 
Lauren Borchard 
Montrese Chandler 
Lindsey Chase 
Michelle Einstein 
Isack Fadlon 

Adam Gerber 
Barbara Gallen 
Marisa Glucoft 

Will Hackner 

Taylor Holland 

Tyler Lambert-Perkins 
Lynda La Rose 
Charles Lindenblatt 
David Mann 
Terence Mylonas 
Taylor Nichols 

Abe Rakov 

Arnali Ray 

Michael Schneider 
David Sobel 

Thao Tran 
Henry van Moyland 
Don Whitehead 
Roque Wicker 


Date: 09/04/20 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commision 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation 
Program (ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss, 


On behalf of the Mid City West Community Council, I am pleased to 
submit this letter of support for the City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure 
funding under the Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the 
proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. The Mid City West Community Council 
is the official neighborhood council for the Fairfax District and Miracle 
Mile neighborhoods, including Melrose Avenue between Fairfax and La 
Brea (the majority of the project area). On August 11, 2020, our board 
voted 29-2 to support the Uplift Melrose concept and the city’s grant 
proposal to the ATP. 


This project will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements along a 1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along 
Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, 
including a raised cycle track along Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at 
all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, and a number of other key 
enhancements and traffic control measures that will significantly improve 
pedestrian and bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland 
Avenue fall within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets 
with a high concentration of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. 
The project area has experienced 17 collisions involving a car and 
pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in severe injury or death in the past 
10 years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are particularly vulnerable, 
with statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while 
walking or bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key 


543 N. Fairfax Ave, Ste 106, L.A., CA 90036 // 323-651-3512 // www.midcitywest.org 


motivator to implement this project which includes a public high school, 
public elementary school, and religious institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect 
and one of the results has been that active transportation users, including 
hundreds of children that attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous 
walking and biking environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” 
will transform Melrose Avenue by implementing a “Complete Streets” road 
reconfiguration to encourage and increase active modes of transportation 
including walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing 
the overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” 
project represents a bold effort to address the dire safety issues in the 
project area, while also directly addressing the City’s future mobility plans 
which specifically call for separated bikeways on Melrose Avenue. This 
project will also serve as a catalyst for activating the public space for both 
residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many restaurants and 
retail stores along this corridor. 


Mid City West has a long history of supporting improvements on Melrose 
Avenue, including hosting Park(ing) Day installations along Melrose 
Avenue for multiple years, and passing a motion in support of a road 
redesign which would include bike lanes in Spring of 2020. We are excited 
about the opportunity that Uplift Melrose presents to accommodate all 
users of the street and inject vibrancy into our treasured neighborhood 
commercial corridor. 


I respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding 
application which will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of 
creating a safe and sustainable active transportation environment. Thank 
you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


Scott Epstein, Chairperson 
Mid City West Community Council 


Avi’ 
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Date: 9/3/2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 
Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Los Angeles Walks, | am pleased to submit this letter of support for the City of Los 
Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for 
the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This project will implement a series of critical bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements along a 1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District in Los 
Angeles along Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including: 
a raised cycle track along Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west 
crosswalks, and a number of other key enhancements and traffic control measures that will 
significantly improve pedestrian and bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland Avenue fall within the 
City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets with a high concentration of traffic 
collisions that result in severe injuries. The project area has experienced 17 collisions involving 
a person driving a vehicle and either a person walking or a person biking that have resulted in 
severe injury or death in the past 10 years alone. Moreover, our youth and elderly are 
particularly vulnerable, with statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured 
while walking or bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to 
implement this project which includes a public high school, Fairfax High (the most diverse 
public high school in the Los Angeles Unified system by some measures), public elementary 
school, and religious institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and one of the 
results has been that people walking, biking, and rolling and other vulnerable users, including 
hundreds of children that attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and biking 
environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform Melrose Avenue by 
implementing a “Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to encourage and increase active 
modes of transportation including walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and 
increasing the overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project 
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represents a bold effort to address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly 
addressing the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated bikeways on 
Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for activating the public space for 
both residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many restaurants and retail stores 
along this corridor. 


Currently there are no street trees on Melrose. There are multiple unmarked intersections 
where people need to cross from one side to another since Melrose is a dense shopping 
district. Sidewalks are substandard and narrow. Traffic flies down two lanes in each direction 
(in fact one business, Fampion X had to close twice due to drivers crashing into their store). 
Simply put the current reality is actively hostile to people walking and biking. 


For people walking specifically, Uplift Melrose has the potential to make this important global, 
regional and local destination street more enjoyable and substantially safer. Just last year a 
young man of 24 named Noah Benardout was killed by a driver while standing on the corner of 
Melrose and Martel. If Uplift Melrose had been in place, there would have been only one lane 
in each direction, controlling and calming speeding behavior; there also would have been 
street trees and street furniture and expanded sidewalks and curb extensions to buffer and 
protect pedestrians; the raised intersections would have slowed vehicles. In may not have 
saved his life, but it would have, and will, represent a dedication of the City of Los Angeles to 
do all it could to protect walking Angelenos. 


We respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding application which 
will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and sustainable active 


transportation environment. 


Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 
CLEAN 
p= g ay 
f- poupoun” 


John Yi 
Executive Director 
Los Angeles Walks 


Melrose Avenue Elementary Mathew Needleman 


Math/Science/Technology Magnet Principal 
731 N Detroit Street Laurie Burns 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 Assistant Principal E.1.S. 


323-938-6275 
Stacy Bertuccelli 


Magnet Coordinator 





Date: September 8, 2020, 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program (ATP) 
Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Melrose Elementary Math/Science/Technology, | am pleased to submit this 
letter of support for the City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active 
Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This 
project will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian improvements along a 
1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax 
Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle track along Melrose, sidewalk 
curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, and a number of other key 
enhancements and traffic control measures that will significantly improve pedestrian and 
bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland Avenue fall 
within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets with a high concentration 
of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. The project area has experienced 17 
collisions involving a car and pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in severe injury or 
death in the past 10 years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are particularly vulnerable, 
with statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while walking or 
bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to implement 
this project which includes a public high school, public elementary school, and religious 
institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and one of 
the results has been that active transportation users, including hundreds of children that 
attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and biking environment on a 
day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform Melrose Avenue by implementing a 


“Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to encourage and increase active modes of 
transportation including walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing 
the overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents 
a bold effort to address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly 
addressing the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated bikeways 
on Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for activating the public 
space for both residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many restaurants and 
retail stores along this corridor. 


Our school is one of the most popular magnet schools in all of LAUSD and we have 
won every major award. One distinction we are not proud of is being ranked in the top 
100 most dangerous school zones in the state of California based on traffic and 
pedestrian accidents in our area. We hope you will consider this project to increase 
safety for students and families coming to school. 


| respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding application 
which will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and 
sustainable active transportation environment. Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


Principal 
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Friends of Fairfax 
Board of Directors: 


Dr. Lorraine Trollinger 
Principal 


Yesenia Arroyo 
Assistant Principal 


Whitney Weston 
Community 


Aris Biegler 
Teacher 


Jessica Torres 
Parent 


Pierson Blaetz 
Community 


Michael Rubin 
Teacher 


August 30, 2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation 
Program (ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Fairfax High School, | am pleased to submit this letter of 
support for the City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under 
the Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed 
“Uplift Melrose” project. This project will implement a series of 
critical bicycle and pedestrian improvements along a 1.3-mile stretch 
in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax 
Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle track along 
Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west 
crosswalks, and a number of other key enhancements and traffic 
control measures that will significantly improve pedestrian and 
bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and 
Highland Avenue fall within the City’s High Injury Network, which 
spotlights streets with a high concentration of traffic collisions that 
result in severe injuries. The project area has experienced 17 
collisions involving a car and pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in 
severe injury or death in the past 10 years. Moreover, our youths and 
elderly are particularly vulnerable, with statistics showing that 30% of 


those killed or severely injured while walking or bicycling are under 
18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to implement 
this project which includes a public high school, public elementary 
school, and religious institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure 
neglect and one of the results has been that active transportation 
users, including hundreds of children that attend neighborhood 
schools, face a dangerous walking and biking environment on a day- 
to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform Melrose Avenue by 
implementing a “Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to 
encourage and increase active modes of transportation including 
walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing the 
overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” 
project represents a bold effort to address the dire safety issues in 
the project area, while also directly addressing the City’s future 
mobility plans which specifically call for separated bikeways on 
Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for 
activating the public space for both residents and non-residents to 
visit and enjoy the many restaurants and retail stores along this 
corridor. 


Fairfax High School anchors the north edge of the proposed Uplift 
Melrose project.. Every school day thousands of students commute to 
school on Melrose Ave. Currently, the street feels more like an obstacle 
course than a safe path to school with uneven sidewalks, scooters 
dodging pedestrians and cars flying down Melrose catching the next 
yellow light. This project will make Melrose a safe and inviting street for 
our families. 


On behalf on myself, our Board of Directors including our principal, Dr. 
Lorraine Trollinger, we respectfully request that you give favorable 
consideration to this funding application which will allow the Melrose 
Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and sustainable 
active transportation environment. Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


n E 
Whitney Weston 
Community Liaison 


Al 6 ja 
FOR] ALL 








Date: September 1, 2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 
Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Streets For All, | am pleased to submit this letter of support for the City of Los 
Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for 
the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This project will implement a series of critical bicycle 
and pedestrian improvements along a 1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along 
Melrose Avenue between N. Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle 
track along Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, anda 
number of other key enhancements and traffic control measures that will significantly improve 
pedestrian and bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland Avenue fall within the City’s 
High Injury Network, which spotlights streets with a high concentration of traffic collisions that result in 
severe injuries. The project area has experienced 17 collisions involving a car and pedestrian/bicyclist 
that has resulted in severe injury or death in the past 10 years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are 
particularly vulnerable, with statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while walking 
or bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to implement this project 
which includes a public high school, public elementary school, and religious institutions along Melrose 
Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and one of the results has 
been that active transportation users, including hundreds of children that attend neighborhood schools, 
face a dangerous walking and biking environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform 
Melrose Avenue by implementing a “Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to encourage and increase 
active modes of transportation including walking and biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing 
the overall square footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents a bold effort to 
address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly addressing the City’s future mobility 
plans which specifically call for separated bikeways on Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a 
catalyst for activating the public space for both residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many 
restaurants and retail stores along this corridor. 


Beyond a single street, Uplift Melrose has a chance of becoming a model project for the City of Los 
Angeles as a whole. As you may know, L.A. has had a love affair with the car for decades. This single 
project - which would result in Los Angeles’ first curb level protected bike lanes - could inspire other 
parts of the City and help build the political will to change our ways, increasing livability in the City, and 
ultimately helping to fight climate change. As Streets For All fights to make all forms of 
transportation safe and reliable in Los Angeles, Uplift Melrose - if implemented - would give us 
a living and breathing example, which we would use to spread the winds of change throughout 
the City. 


| respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding application which 
will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and sustainable active 
transportation environment. Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 





Michael Schneider 
Founder 
Streets For All 
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September 4, 2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program (ATP) 
Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of Yeshiva Ohr Elchonon Chabad, | am pleased to submit this letter of 
support for the City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active 
Transportation Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. 
This project will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements along a 1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose 
Avenue between N. Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised 
cycle track along Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised 
east/west crosswalks, and a number of other key enhancements and traffic 
control measures that will significantly improve pedestrian and bicycle safety 
along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland Avenue 
fall within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets with a high 
concentration of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. The project area 
has experienced 17 collisions involving a car and pedestrian/bicyclist that has 
resulted in severe injury or death in the past 10 years. Moreover, our youths and 
elderly are particularly vulnerable, with statistics showing that 30% of those 
killed or severely injured while walking or bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years 
of age. This fact is a key motivator to implement this project which includes a 
public high school, public elementary school, and religious institutions along 
Melrose Avenue. 
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This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and 
one of the results has been that active transportation users, including hundreds 
of children that attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and 
biking environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform 
Melrose Avenue by implementing a “Complete Streets” road reconfiguration to 
encourage and increase active modes of transportation including walking and 
biking by reducing the driving lanes and increasing the overall square footage of 
pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents a bold effort to 
address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly addressing 
the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated bikeways on | 
Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for activating the public 
space for both residents and non-residents to visit and enjoy the many 
restaurants and retail stores along this corridor. 


SA 


As a member of the Melrose community since 1977, Yeshiva Ohr Elchonon 

Chabad West Coast Talmudical Seminary, the largest yeshiva college on the West 
Coast, unequivocally endorses the Uplift Melrose project, as it will make Melrose 
Avenue and the surrounding neighborhood a safer place for our students, : 
faculty, staff and all of our neighbors. The improvements proposed are essential | 
for our community. 


On behalf of the entire Yeshiva Ohr Elchonan community, | respectfully request 
that you give favorable consideration to this funding application which will allow 
the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of creating a safe and sustainable 
active transportation environment. Thank you for your consideration. 






Sincereyw, 


Rabbi Sanowicz 
Yeshiva Ohr Elchonon Chabad 
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September 4, 2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program 
(ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of the Melrose Business Improvement Association / Business 
Improvement District, we are pleased to submit this letter of support for the 
City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active Transportation 
Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This project 
will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian improvements along a 
1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose Avenue between N. 
Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle track along 
Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, 
and a number of other key enhancements and traffic control measures that will 
significantly improve pedestrian and bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland 
Avenue fall within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets 
with a high concentration of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. The 
project area has experienced 17 collisions involving a car and 
pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in severe injury or death in the past 10 
years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are particularly vulnerable, with 
statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while walking or 
bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to 
implement this project which includes a public high school, public elementary 
school, and religious institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and 
one of the results has been that active transportation users, including hundreds 
of children that attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and 


biking environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform 
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Mr. Mitch Weiss 
Uplift Melrose Support 
September 4, 2020 


footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents a bold 
effort to address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly 
addressing the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated 
bikeways on Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for 
activating the public space for both residents and non-residents to visit and 
enjoy the many restaurants and retail stores along this corridor. 


The Melrose BID Board of Directors voted unanimously to support the “Uplift 
Melrose” Project at their August 14, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. Principal 
reasons for this action were: 


1. “Uplift Melrose” helps maintain the economic viability of the small, 
unique, independent, “1 -off,” “un-mall collection” character of 
businesses in the Melrose Arts District; 

2. “Uplift Melrose” will make the business district safer for all, addressing 
the documented High Injury Network injuries and deaths on our street; 

3. The project provides relief to the COVID-19 and civil unrest disasters 
that have befallen our community and jeopardize its small businesses; 

4. The project creates the infrastructure programming in the City’s own 
Mobility 2035 Plan, as well as in the Melrose BID’s Future Vision 
Plan, both of which resulted from substantial community engagement 
as well as deep dives into infrastructure needs; 

5. The project compliments the Melrose BID Universal Valet Parking 
Program, which when fully operational, will cumulatively add an 
estimated 60 parking spaces to the local inventory and more if new 
spaces can be provided at Fairfax High School; 

6. The project grant includes funding that adjacent neighborhoods can 
program to design and construct measures that protect against cut- 
through traffic impacts; 

7. The project has positive environmental benefits. 


We respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding 
application which will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of 
creating a safe and sustainable active transportation environment. Thank you 
for your consideration. 


Dr. Deny Weintraub Donald R. Duckworth 
President Executive Director 


